Cardiac catabolic factors: the degradation of heart valve intercellular matrix.
Cultures of porcine heart valves and aorta secrete a factor that stimulates the degradation of cartilage matrix in a fashion similar to that displayed by synovial catabolin. The heart valve factor also induces the release of chondroitin sulfate and hydroxyproline from isolated heart valve cultures. The present observations support the hypothesis that tissues producing catabolic factors (catabolins) may well be responsive to them and that these messengers may play a role in the cellular regulation of the degradation of intercellular macromolecules.